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Purpose:

The Play, Create, Participate Grant is designed to help youth in Rivers West District communities discover new opportunities to play, create and participate in meaningful sport, culture, and recreational activities. 

Grant Streams:

Stream A: Sport Development
Support initiatives may enhance or expand an existing program or help develop a new sport program (e.g., archery clinic, introduction to triathlon).

Stream B: Physical Activity & Recreation Development
Support opportunities that encourage individuals to be more active and promote increased physical activity or the development of physical literacy (e.g., yoga class, walking program, family day event, outdoor play, or nature-based activities).

Stream C: Arts/Culture Development
Opportunities that foster the introduction or expansion of arts and cultural activities within the community (e.g., art instruction in any medium, drama programs, language preservation, or community history projects).

Stream D: Equipment/Supplies – Sport, Culture & Recreation
Provides support for communities and organizations to purchase safe, high-quality equipment and supplies for programs, events, and activities. Please note that capital equipment purchases are not eligible (see ineligible expenses).

Our Priorities:
Supports the creation of new programs or the enhancement of existing ones (those not previously offered or designed to address a community need or gap).
Projects should:
· Respond to an identified community need or gap.
· Promote inclusion and reduce barriers to participation.
· Offer hands-on, interactive activities.
· Program participants should include a minimum of 25% children and youth.
Please note: Rivers West District reserves the right to decline any application that does not align with these priorities.

Who Can Apply: 
Eligible applicants include:
· Active Rivers West District members.
· Organizations affiliated with an Active Member (e.g., an archery club in a community can apply if the community has an active membership; First Nations communities are covered under their Tribal Council’s membership, while independent First Nations must purchase a membership). Always confirm with your municipal administrator or Tribal Council that your community is an active Rivers West District member.
· Schools, provided the project takes place outside of regular curriculum hours.



Please note:
· Communities or organizations with overdue follow-up reports in the lottery-funded system are not eligible.
· Programs that have received funding for two consecutive years will not be eligible to receive funding for the same program in the third consecutive year.
· Only one application per municipality per year. 







Funding Level:
Applicants can apply for up to a maximum of $1,000.  If your application is approved, you will receive 75% of the grant request.  Upon submission of an approved Follow Up Report, the remaining 25% of the grant request will be released.

Examples of Eligible Expenses:
Eligible expenses include:
· Fees for qualified sport or fitness instructors.
· Workshop materials and supplies.
· Artist fees, travel, and accommodation.
· Recreational, physical activity, and art equipment.
· Facility rental and promotion costs directly related to the project, up to a maximum of $150 (must be an out-of-pocket expense, not in-kind).
· Supplies for nutrition breaks.
· Hiring and training of staff to run a community-based playground program.
Please Note: All expenditures must be incurred by February 15th and follow-up reports must be submitted by February 28th.

Examples of Ineligible Expenses:
Ineligible expenses include:
· Capital expenditures (e.g., repairs to play surfaces or structures, playground equipment, existing equipment, office equipment).
· Uniforms, costumes, canteen items, and large single-user equipment.
· Recitals or concerts.
· CPR/First Aid, Babysitting, or similar courses.
· Food*, cash prizes, gifts, or other prizes (*except for nutrition break supplies).
· League or competition fees.
· Operating costs, in-kind contributions, salaries, and related expenses of existing or permanent staff.
· School projects conducted during curriculum hours.
· Projects run by daycares or long-term/private care facilities.
· Maintenance or training equipment that is not essential to participation (e.g., tennis ball machines, pitching machines).
· Retroactive expenses incurred before the application deadline.
· Out-of-province travel (except in cases where it is necessary for program delivery, such as hiring instructors or facilitators from a neighboring province for border communities).
· Salaries and expenses for federal, provincial, or municipal government employees.
· Any other expenses deemed ineligible by Rivers West District.


Budget Notes: 
· The budget should outline all revenue and expenses directly related to your project or program. Only expenses that support eligible activities proposed in the application can be claimed.
· The budget should reflect project-specific costs. Regular operating expenses (e.g., staff wages, volunteer time, or in-kind facility rental) are not eligible and should not be included.
· Only actual out-of-pocket expenses are considered eligible. 
· Retroactive funding is not available.
· Ensure your budget is clear, concise, and that total revenue and expenses are balanced on the application.

Application Process:
1. Complete application form. Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.
2. Complete a detailed budget.
3. Complete a detailed plan for the project/program. Include a list of any partners and letters of support.
4. Submit completed application, budget, and supporting documentation to one of the following:
Email: admin@riverswestdistrict.ca
  Mail: P.O. Box 822, North Battleford, Saskatchewan, S9A 2Z3
5. Retain a copy of your grant application for your records.
6. Deadline for submission: June 15th 
7. An adjudication committee comprised of Rivers West District staff will evaluate the grant applications based on the criteria outlined in this document.
8. If your application is approved, you will receive an approval letter and cheque for 75% of the total cost of the project/program (up to a maximum of $750) by July 30th.  
9. If your application is unsuccessful, you will receive notification by email.
10. Deadline for follow up report: February 28th. 
11. Upon submission of a successful follow up report the remaining 25% of the approved grant will be sent to the applicant and the grant will be closed.
12. Approved applications are required to acknowledge Rivers West District and Saskatchewan Lotteries in their promotions wherever possible.
13. It may not be possible to approve all requests for assistance; therefore, funding should not be deemed automatic or anticipated.
14. It is recommended that you keep copies of all paid invoices/receipts related to the project for inclusion with your follow up report.
15. It is recommended that you keep attendance records of those participating in your project for inclusion with your follow up report.
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